
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Far West Center 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Open Art Therapy Studio for Recovery from Serious Mental Illness 

Your Project Summary: The project consists of Open Art Therapy Studio sessions for clients who have 

completed our more intensive art therapy program, AHH! Art Helps and Heals, or for those who want to 

try an art experience before committing to the highly structured AHH! program. All seek a supportive 

setting to create or continue their own art and progress in recovery. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Arts and mental health is and untapped well of potential for the arts and cultural sector, it's 

public benefit is often under-realized.  I enjoyed reading the testimonials as well as the 1st quarter 

evaluation, they provided much insight into the impact of the services.  It would be helpful to include 

letters of support from those you've identified as staunch advocates for your art therapy services. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This proposal meets criteria for CAC funding. This is  great proposal all around! The focused 

and targeted population it serves (patients recovering from mental illness) adds to the public value of the 

proposal. I particularly like the open studio nature of the project, and that it targets patients who may 

want to try Art Therapy in this format before engaging in a deeper form. The organization could benefit 

from diversifying the sources of funding for this program. It would only make the program stronger to see 

other sources of funding beyond CAC. Having said that, the proposal still meets the criteria for CAC 

funding. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application meets the criteria across the board for CAC funding. The impact, benefit and 

capacity to provide meaning services are extremely well-documented in past programming, and clearly 

outlined for proposed programming. CAC funds are purposed in ways that directly contribute to delivering 

effective, important programming to a client community with opportunity for public sharing and 

celebration. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. The proposal creates a public benefit for those 

living with mental illness in the community by using various forms of art in an open studio structure to 

encourage socialization and development of artistic skills. The various forms of art included in the open 

studio time bring both art and cultural vibrancy to the project. And the AHH! program that the 

organization has run before shows that they have the capacity to complete this project. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding critieria. Open and accessible to public, the program is 

explicitly community-driven, developed in direct response to a community request. However, I would 

have liked to read more about how the program will be beneficial from a medical perspective. The 

applicant is using creative thinking for community benefit, and does an excellent job  articulating the 

significance of the progress measure. The applicant mentions the  struggles of getting consistent 

attendance and could have discussed how they will 1) generate attendance and 2) attempt to maintain 

attendance throughout. The budget was clear and their consideration and addressing of overhead costs 

was appreciated.  

 

 

 

Panelist 5 


